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Applicant requests review of the final rejection in the above-identified application. No amendments are being filed 
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REMARKS IN SUPPORT OF PRE-APPEAL BRIEF REQUEST FOR REVIEW 

Mail Stop AF 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed September 11, 2006. The following 
remarks are respectfully submitted in support of Applicants' pre-appeal brief request for review 
filed herewith. 

Claims 1 - 67 are pending. Claims 1, 59, and 60 are independent and have been rejected 
by the Examiner under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Oliver. Applicants respectfully 
submit that the Examiner clearly erred in rejecting the claims under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) despite 
compelling evidence that the Final Office Action does not set forth a prima facie case of 
anticipation. To anticipate a claim, the reference must teach every element of the claim. See 
MPEP 2131 . Oliver does not teach the claim element of "a first irrigation site associated with a 
first user" and "a second irrigation site associated with a s^con^ user" where landscape 
information and environmental information are received for both the first and second irrigation 
sites (associated with the first and second users, respectively), and individual station irrigation 
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schedules are derived for the first and second irrigation sites (associated with the first and second 
users, respectively). 

Oliver says, "A watering schedule can be independently determined for each zone 2 and 
input as data to each site computer 1." (Col 9, lines 44 - 46) However, Oliver does not disclose 
receiving environmental and landscape information for and determining irrigation schedules for 
a first and second irrigation sites associated with a first and second user, respectively. Using 
Oliver's techniques, each user (such as a particular property owner) may be required to have a 
complete irrigation system (i.e., where resources are not shared across users). For example, each 
property owner or other user may have to provide their own host computer (e.g., for receiving 
landscape and/or environmental information and determining an irrigation schedule for their 
sites). 

Applicants describe embodiments where multiple users are supported or are otherwise 
interfaced with. "ALICS 100 also includes a server 132 that provides management applications 
and user interfaces. In this example, server 132 is a web server that provides a web interface to 
the users." (Page 6, lines 20 - 22) As a result of this architecture in which multiple users are 
supported, resources and/or information are able to be shared, and it may not be necessary for an 
individual property owner or other individual user to provide or manage all components or 
resources. See, e.g., Page 6, lines 1 1 - 14; Page 31, lines 12 - 17; and Page 24, line 22 - Page 
25, line 7. 

Claims 2-58 and 61 - 67 depend from claim 1 and are believed to allowable for the 
same reasons described above. 

Reconsideration of the application and allowance of all claims are respectfully requested 
based on the preceding remarks. 
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Respectfully submitted. 



Dated: V^^loi. Xc 



Laura Ing 

Registration No. 56,859 
V 408-973-2581 
F 408-973-2595 



VAN PELT, YI & JAMES LLP 
10050 N. Foothill Blvd., Suite 200 
Cupertino, CA 95014 
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